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considered the most satisfactory means of diagnosis, but this should
be confirmed by the isolation and identification of the organism.
Histoplasmin, a product analogous to tuberculin and given
intradermally, has been found valuable in detecting the incidence
of histoplasmosis in human beings. The use of this diagnostic
agent for dogs has been limited but in surveys where it has been
used it is considered to be as reliable as when used for man (Cole,
Prior, and Saslaw). An antigen composed of collodion particles
sensitized with histoplasmin has been used in an agglutination
test for the detection of the disease. The complement-fixation test
has proven to be a reliable method of detecting infected animals
in making field surveys.
THE GENUS COCCIDIOIDES
Cocc/cfioicfes immif/s
Wernicke, in South America, was the first to discover a case of
coccidioidal granuloma in man in 1892. Rixford discovered a case
of the disease in man in California in 1894. Giltner was the first
to observe a case of the disease in cattle, also in California, in 1918.
The relationship between coccidioidal granuloma and "San Joa-
quin Valley fever" was shown by Dickson and Gifford in 1936
when they showed that the two conditions were caused by Coccid-
ioides immitis.
It has been believed that this organism is confined to California,
particularly to the San Joaquin Valley. However, cases of the dis-
ease in man have been reported from Arizona, Colorado, Illinois,
Kansas, Louisiana, Missouri, Nebraska, New Mexico, Pennsylvania,
South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Washington, Alaska, and
Hawaii. The disease has been found in South America, Old
Mexico, and an Italy. This organism has been found in more
cases of disease in cattle than any other animal. Cases of
coccidioidal granuloma in the bovine have been reported in Arizona,
California, Colorado, New Mexico, Old Mexico, and Texas. Maddy
has observed that the infection is quite prevalent in dusty feed lots
in the southwestern states. Cultures of the organism have been
obtained from the dog in Arizona and in Canada and from the
sheep in Arizona. Wild rodents which were trapped near San Car-
los, Arizona, were found by Emmons to harbor the organism.
The presence of Coccidicrides immitis in so many hosts has raised
the question of their relationship to the disease in man. Stiles and
Davis conclude that there is at present no evidence that the organism
is transmitted from animal to animal, from animal to man, or from
man to man under natural conditions. However, the transmission
of the organism to laboratory animals from infected tissues has been